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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
The purpose of this booklet is to give you and your daughter an indication of the work 
and the range of assessment tasks that are to be covered throughout the year in each 
subject. 
 
The updated Homework Policy is also published in the booklet to give you an indication 
of the homework expectations for each school year.  
 
In Years 8 and 9, Mathematics common test dates are indicated on the school 
calendar. 
 
 
If you have any questions or comments please contact me at the school on 9747 3355. 
 
 
 
Katherine Lye 
Deputy Principal 
 
12 March 2020 
  

Introduction 
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The main purpose of homework is to support learning. Research indicates that homework will 
only achieve this purpose if it is well-planned and meaningful. At Burwood Girls High School, 
we believe strongly that it is important for all girls to have homework designed to meet 
specific learning goals. Research indicates that student learning may be enhanced if 
homework is assigned by teachers with a specific, explicit learning purpose. On completion, 
teachers should acknowledge student effort and provide feedback related to student 
learning.  
 
However, we also recognise research findings that show that: 

 Homework that is too lengthy or too demanding can be counterproductive and 
reduce the motivation of students to engage in learning.   

 The quality of the homework assigned is likely to be more important than the 
quantity.  

 Homework must be purposeful and relevant to student needs and should not 
jeopardise the right of children to enjoy a balanced lifestyle.  

 The amount of homework and time spent on it should accord with the student’s age 
and developmental level.  

 Effort spent on homework is a stronger correlation of academic achievement than 
time spent on homework.  

 Year level appears to be a determinant of homework’s academic effectiveness.  
 

Time expectations for homework  

When homework is given, the teacher will indicate the time that most students should require 
for the completion of the task that is assigned.  

The following are our recommended guidelines. They aim to ensure that neither too much 
nor too little homework is given on most nights.  

Students who are absent from class or do not complete classwork in a timely manner will be 
responsible for “catching-up” missed work in their own time.  
 

Middle School 

The BGHS School Plan targets quality assessment practices in the middle school. 

Students will be given a range of assignments or assessment tasks that they will be required 
to research and complete in their own time to demonstrate achievement of outcomes in each 
of their subjects.  

Assessment tasks encourage students to pursue knowledge accurately and innovatively, 
including:  

 creating or designing something  
 investigating  
 researching  
 writing  

Whenever possible, homework should recognise the place of technology and its benefits, 
such as the internet, for organising and accessing information.  
 
Mathematics As a general rule of thumb, we would expect students in the junior school to 
complete about two hours of mathematics homework each week. This works out at less than 
twenty minutes each night. As students move into the senior school, they should expect to 
complete up to three hours of homework a week.  

Mathematics students will typically be required to complete activities commenced in class at 
home. This allows students to practise their skills and to consolidate their understanding of 

Homework Policy  
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the work. It should also help develop confidence with their learning. In addition, students can 
spend time reviewing past lessons and other resources.  

Parents are asked to encourage their daughters to complete their homework. If your child is 
having difficulty with a particular task, please encourage them to seek assistance from their 
teacher. Please feel free to contact the Mathematics Faculty if you have any concerns.  
 
Year 7 – Students in Year 7 are to complete homework in Maths, reading and Wordflyers 
program in English and vocabulary in Languages. Whilst there will not be homework in other 
subjects, students will be given assessment tasks to complete at home (including study and 
revision for a class test).  

There should be NO holiday assessment tasks assigned. This includes work due in the first 
week of a term.  

We would expect students in Year 7 to complete about two hours of mathematics homework 
each week.  

Year 8 – Homework requirements in Year 8 will be expected to include Maths, English, 
Science and vocabulary in Languages. As in Year 7, students will receive assessment tasks 
from other subjects to demonstrate their achievement of learning outcomes. 

There should be NO holiday assessment tasks assigned. This includes work due in the first 
week of a term.  

We would expect students in Year 8 to complete about two hours of mathematics homework 
each week.  

Year 9 – Year 9 students will be required to complete homework, as directed by their 
teachers, in all relevant subjects. 1-2 hours per night (Mon–Fri). A maximum of 30 minutes 
homework per night for a subject. An average maximum of 90 minutes homework per week 
for a subject i.e. 2 - 3 times per week. Assessment tasks are a major component of a 
teacher’s formal assessment strategies. 

There should be NO holiday homework tasks assigned, for example work due in the first 
week of a term.  

We would expect students in Year 9 to complete about two hours of mathematics homework 
each week.  
 

Senior School 

Year 10  
1½–2 hours per night (Mon–Fri). Weekend homework may be required at times. A maximum 
of 30 minutes homework per night per subject. An average maximum of 90 minutes 
homework per week for a subject i.e. 2 - 4 times per week.  
We would expect students in Year 10 to complete about two hours of mathematics 
homework each week. 5.3 or accelerated students may require longer periods of homework 
and study. 
 

Years 11–12  
2–3 hours per night. Weekend work will be required regularly to keep on top of HSC course 
demands and assessments. Holiday revision is normal for most students and many choose 
to use some vacation time on long-term assessment tasks. 
 

Guidelines for Students  

 Homework is an important part of your learning and you should make it a priority to 
complete all homework as well as you can.  

 Get organised by using your Student Diary to record all the work you are given. This 
will help you to plan the books you need to take home and the time you will need to 
do the work each night.  
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 If you have a problem with getting your work done, bring a note from your parents or 
discuss it with your teacher at the start of the lesson. E.g. family commitments, co-
curricular and extra-curricular activities, feeling unwell, too much work, work is too 
difficult and you need help etc. Your teacher will be as understanding as possible.  

 Ask your teacher, preferably in advance, for an extension of time if you are 
particularly busy. Discuss problems with your teacher, who will be pleased to see that 
you are interested in doing as well as you can.  

For more information go to Homework Policy (NSW Department of Education) 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/homework-policy 
 
The Homework Centre  

The Homework Centre runs every Wednesday and Thursday afternoon in the School Library 
from 3:30-5:30pm. The Homework Centre is free and the school hires former students to 
assist those who need help with their homework or study. There is a strong focus on support 
in Maths and Science, but help with other subjects is available (there is always a teacher 
present). Two of the tutors speak Mandarin.  

Students do not have to use the tutors. Students may come and do their own study or 
homework. The Homework Centre is combined with the ESL Help Centre to allow ESL 
students to get further support with their work. 

Students can use the Centre whenever they like – it is not a permanent commitment and 
students are not required to stay the full 2 hours.  
 

  

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/homework-policy
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STUDY SKILLS 

Having good study habits is not a matter of chance.  Some of the students in your class 
probably appear to be much better at doing assignments and exams than others.  This does 
not mean that they were ‘born with’ the ability to study; it simply means they have learnt the 
skill before others. 

Anyone can learn good study habits and improve her chance of doing well in exams.  All you 
need to do is listen, learn and practice. 

 

Dividing Study Time 

Homework must be a regular part of every weekly study timetable and must be done first (so it 
is not ‘hanging over your head’). 

While completing homework, you should also revise the work done at school that day, 
because this work will probably not be revised by your teacher before the exam. 

Do not give equal time to all subjects.  Most study time should be spent on your weakest 
subjects.  Study time (as distinct from homework time) should start with your weakest subject, 
while you are still fresh. 

It is important to get into a habit of recording homework and study in your diary – organisation 
is the key to successful study and homework. 

 

 
SCHOOL DIARY 

Students are expected to have the BGHS Diary with them at all times.  The diary contains 
important information including the school’s values, bell times and valuable study hints.   

The diary has the following purposes: 

• Homework record for students 

• Assessment task planning for students 

• Record of any late arrivals to school 

• Record of toilet passes during the day 

• Record of early departures from the school 

• Messages from staff to parents. 
 
Students and families have the responsibility to ensure that the diary’s communication 
purposes enable a greater knowledge of what students are doing each day at school. 
 
  



7 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Subject 
Information 



8 

 
 
 

Course Content 

The Year 9 course has three topics to be studied over two semesters.  
 

1. Practical Skills in Writing for Media  

2. Radio Program Production  

3. Research Skills in Media 

Course Assessment 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Practical Skills in 
Writing for Media 

Producing a quality media product - 
editorial 

1  7  

2. Radio Program 
Production 

Produce a short radio program 2  7 

3. Research Skills in 
Media 

Produce a feature article – Primary 
Research 

3  9 

 
  

21st Century Journalism 
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Child Studies is a content endorsed subject. 

Course Content 

Course Content is studied through the following units of study: 

 Module 1: preparing for parenthood 

 Module 2: Conception to birth 

 Module 3: Newborn care 

 Module 4: Growth and development 

 

Course Requirements 

 Each student requires the following 

 128 page A4 book, covered. 
 Display Folder 
 Other Items – as required for individual projects as chosen by student. 
 Payment of Subject Fees as this covers the cost of all consumables in this course. 

** Full covering, hard black leather school shoes must be worn for practical lessons. 
 

Course Assessment 

Course assessment will consist of, Informal (practical experiences, class work, homework, 
observations), and Formal as per the grid below. 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Preparing for 
pregnancy 

Brochure  1 9 

2. Newborn care Designing a nursery – sketch 
and research 

3 5 

 
 

  

Child Studies 
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Course Content 

The Year 9 Commerce has four topics to be studied over the course of the year. 

● Consumer and Financial Decisions  

● The Economic and Business Environment  

● Promoting and Selling 

● Running a Business 

Course Assessment 

● Students will be assessed in a number of ways including Summative Assessment in 
the grid below. 

● Summative assessment including but not limited to: Research in Action, Individual 
Learning Portfolios, critical thinking and writing, running a business, external 
competitions and ongoing ICT skills.  

 

Assessment schedule for Year 9 Commerce: 

 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning 
Report 

Outcomes 
Task 

Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. 
Consumer and Financial 

Decisions 

COM5-1 

COM5-2 

COM5-4 

COM5-5 

COM5-9 

Media File 
1 

 

10 

 

2. Employment and Work Futures 

COM5-1 

COM5-2 

COM5-4 

COM5-5 

COM5-9 

Scenario 
based report 

2 

 

10 

 

3. Promoting and Selling 

COM5-1 

COM5-2 

COM5-5 

COM5-6 

COM5-9 

Website and 
pitch 

3 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Commerce  
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In this subject assessment will be based on:   

● Performance tasks based on individual and/or group work.   

● Composition work in which you will be required to compose or create the shape and 

structure of an individual or a group dance.   

● Written assignments including e-journals, self & peer reflections and written analysis 

of personal and professional work. 

  

Time 
Topic or Component Type of Task 

Outcomes 
Assessed Term Week 

1 10 

Dance and Me 
(Performance and 

Composition) 
 

Students develop a passion project 
to explore their personal connection 
with dance. They manipulate and 
explore how the elements of dance 
can be used to create meaning. 

5.1.1, 
5.2.1 

2 7 

Articulation of the 
body 

(Performance and 
Composition)  

 

Students will complete a written 
test that demonstrates their 
knowledge and understanding of 
major muscle groups and skeletal 
structures of the body. In groups, 
students will also compose a warm 
up, movement sequence and cool 
down that they will present to the 
class that demonstrates their 
understanding of safe dance 
practice and appropriate dance 
technique  

5.1.1, 
5.3.3. 

3 7 

Opportunities in 
Dance 

(Performance, 
Composition and 

Appreciation) 
 

Students will facilitate Primary 
School Workshops and develop a 
class composition for Showcase. 
Students will design a production 
log of this process and complete 
set roles throughout the unit.  

5.1.2,  
5.1.3, 
5.2.2, 
5.3.1, 
5.4.1 

4 4 
The Museum 
(Appreciation) 

 

Students complete a research task 
on a Dance Pioneer that they will 
present to the class using 
multimedia resources.   

5.3.1,  
5.4.1  

 
Ongoing assessment task– Individual class e-journals that document individual progress, 
reflections and class work throughout the year. The journals will be assessed at the end of 
each term and must include each lesson of the year.  
 

 
 
 

 

Dance  
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Course Content 
Course Content is studied through three core areas 

 Holistic approach 

 Design processes 

 Activity of designers 
 

 Design and Technology is delivered through units of work that integrate core content 
with project work in the creation and documentation of designed 

 
Course Requirements 
Each student requires the following 

 128 page A4 book, covered with contact 

 Display Folder 

 Visual Arts Diary – A4 

 Other Items – as required for individual projects as chosen by student. 

 Payment of Subject Fees as this covers the cost of all consumables in this course. 
** Full covering, hard black leather school shoes must be worn for practical lessons.  

 
Course Assessment 
Assessment will be both Informal – practical experiences, class work, homework and other 
as appropriate; and Formal as per the grid below. 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Album Cover  Textiles Process Journal 
Practical Task 

1 10 

2. Lasercut Leather Wallet 
Theory and Practical 
component 

Process journal and 
Contemporary Designer 
Study 

2 10 

3. LED Lamps Process Journal 
Practical Task 

3 10 

 

Design and Technology  
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Course Content 
Students in Stage 5 must engage in an integrated study of: 

 The elements of Drama 

 through the practices of making, performing and appreciating 

 within the context of a range of dramatic forms, performance styles and their dramatic 
techniques and theatrical conventions. 

 
 
Course Requirements 
In Stage 5 the essential and additional content must be addressed by students undertaking 
this elective for the School Certificate. Students must explore the elements of Drama within 
the context of playbuilding and at least two other dramatic forms or performance styles. By 
the end of the course students will need to demonstrate the ability to: 

 make drama that explores arrange of imagined and created situations in a 
collaborative drama and theatre environment 

 perform devised and scripted drama using a variety of performance techniques, 
dramatic forms and theatrical conventions to engage an audience 

 appreciate the meaning and function of drama and theatre in reflecting the 
personal, social, cultural, aesthetic and political aspects of the human experience 

 
Course Assessment 
 

 Task 1 Task 2 Task 3  

 Protest theatre  
Playbuilding Group 

Performance  

Greek Tragedy 
Group 

Performance of 
a Scene  

Design Project 
‘Masquerade’ 

Designing for the 
play  

 

 Term 2  
Week 4  

Term 3, 
Week 4 

 

Term 3, 
Week 10 

 
Weightings 

Outcomes 5.1.4, 5.2.1, 5.2.2,  
5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.3.3   

5.1.1, 5.1.3, 
5.1.4, 5.2.1, 
5.2.3, 5.3.1, 

5.3.2 

5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.2.1 
5.2.3  

 

Making 
40 

20 10 10  40 

Performing 
40 

10 20 10 40 

Appreciating  
20 

 10 10 20 

Weightings 30 40  30 100 

 
 

Drama  
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In this subject, assessment will be based on: 
 

 Your ability to generate and communicates creative design ideas and solutions to 
problems 

 Your ability to use materials, instruments and equipment to construct projects safely 

 Your ability to use digital technology to simulate, analyse, design, record and report on 
projects 

 Your ability to construct and interpret code to control a range of electronic functions  
 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Design Portfolio Document the design and 
construction of a mechatronic 
device using an electronic 
portfolio 

1 8 

2. Beetlebot Challenge Design and construct a 
mechatronic device to achieve 
design specifications  

1 8 

3. Bridge Design Challenge. Design and construct a bridge 
to support a load, within 
competition guidelines 

3 4 

4. Engineering Report Documentation of findings, 
measurements, calculations 
drawings, problems and 
solutions, evaluation 

3 9 

5. Robotics Challenge Construction of code to control 
a range of robotic functions to 
achieve challenge parameters  

4 8 

 

  

Engineering Challenges 
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Course Content 
Students in Stage 5 must read, listen to and view a variety of texts that are appropriate to 
their needs, interests and abilities. Through responding to and composing a wide range of 
texts students will develop skills, knowledge and an understanding in order to: 

 Speak, listen, read, write, view and represent 

 Use language to communicate effectively for a variety of purposes 

 Think in ways that are imaginative, critical and imaginative 

 Understand self and their relationships with others and the world 

 Learn and reflect on their learning 
 
 
Course Requirements 
In Stage 5 the essential content requires students to work towards meeting outcomes by 
studying a range of spoken, print, visual and media/multimedia texts that must give the 
students experience of: 

 Widely defined Australian literature including those that give insights into Aboriginal 
experiences and multicultural experiences in Australia 

 Literature from other countries and times 

 Shakespearean Drama 

 Cultural heritages, popular culture and youth cultures 

 Picture books 

 Everyday and workplace texts 

 A range of social, gender and cultural perspectives 
 
 

In Stage 5 

Fiction At least two works 

Poetry A variety drawn from different anthologies and/or the study of one or two poets 

Film At least two works 

Nonfiction At least two works 

Drama At least two works 

 
 

Course Assessment: 
Year 9 will be assessed across classes to allow for parallel experiences and skill 
development. Assessment tasks will be both common in course and class based in order to 
provide students with a range of opportunities to demonstrate skill development and 
understanding of course content. Only common tasks are outlined below. 
 

English  
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ENGLISH (continued) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4  

Protest Representation 
of Teens 

Gothic 
Literature 

Romeo 
and Juliet 

Non-
fiction 

Fiction Fiction/ Film / 
Poetry 

Drama/ 
Film 

Term 1 

Week 9 

Term 2 

Week 9 

Term 3  

Week 10 

Term 4 

Week 6 

Outcomes     Weighting 

Listening 10   5 15 

Speaking 5   10 15 

Reading  10 15  25 

Writing 5 15  10 30 

Viewing/Representing 5  10  15 

 25 25 25 25 100% 

 

Term 1 Assessment: Persuasive Speech 

Term 2 Assessment: Formal Essay 

Term 4 Assessment: Podcast 

Term 3 Assessment: Gothic Narrative 
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Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4  

 Travel  The Storyteller 
not the Story  

Fantasy (Film: 
The Lion, The 
Witch and The 

Wardrobe) 

Identity (Novel: 
Shahana by Lyn 

White and 
Rosanne Hawke) 

 

 Term 1 
Week 10 

 
 

Term 2 
Week 10 

 
 

Term 3 
Week 10 

 

Term 4 
Week 9 

 

 

 
Written letter 
and speech 

 
 

 Multimodal 
presentation 

 
 

Test: Listening 
and reading 

 

Vignettes 
 
 

 

 

Outcomes 

EN5-1A 
EN5-4B 
EN5-5C 
EN5-9E 

EN5-1A 
EN5-5C 
EN5-7D 
EN5-9E 

EN5-2A 
EN5-4B 
EN5-6C 
EN5-9E 

EN5-1A 
EN5-3B 
EN5-8D 
EN5-9E 

 

Language 
Modes  

Listening 
  

15  
 

 
Speaking 10 15    

 Reading   10   

 Writing 15   25  

 Viewing/ 
Representing 

 10    

Weightings 25 25 25 25 100 

English – EAL/D Elective 
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(200 Hours for those who will studying Food Technology in 2021) 

 
 
Course Content 
Course Content is divided into Core and Focus Area. The Focus Areas provide a context 
through which the core will be studied.  

 Core – Food Preparation and Processing 

 Core – Nutrition and Consumption 

 Focus Area – Food Trends  

 Focus Area – Food selection and health 

 Focus Area – Food in Australia 
 
These are studied through theory component integrated with practical experiences that 
occupy the majority of the time. 

 
Course Requirements 
Each student requires the following 

 128 page A4 book, covered with contact 

 Display Folder 

 Payment of Subject Fees   

 Practical Equipment 
- Apron, full covering, white cotton drill fabric apron (available from school – $7) 
- Hair Net – provided by school.  
- Tea towels – 2 
- Dishcloth, Sponge or Chux 
- Oven Mitt or Pot Holder 
- Serviettes 
- Container, when instructed by the teacher 
- Carry bag, to contain all of the above 

** Full covering black leather school shoes must be worn for practical lessons 
 
Course Assessment 
Assessment will be both: 

 Informal – practical experiences, class work, homework and other as appropriate; and 

 Formal, as per the grid below. 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit / Area of Learning Task Description 
Date Due / Work 

Completed 

1. Food Selection and Health Unit Test Term 1 

2. Food in Australia Research Task Term 3 

 
 
 

  

Food Technology  
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In this subject, assessment will be based on: 
 Your ability to apply 21st Century Skills across content areas 

 Your ability to engage with real world data and community resources beyond school walls 
to solve meaningful problems 

 Your ability to use reflective practice (peer and self-assessment) tools to self-direct 
learning and provide continual, constructive feedback. 

 Your ability to use digital technologies to simulate, analyse, design, record and report on 
projects 

 Your ability to generate and communicate creative design ideas and solutions to 
problems 

  
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. 

21st Century Skills 
(Collaboration, Creativity, 
Critical thinking, Problem 
solving, Digital literacy. 

Participate in team and 
individual challenges in class 
that require 21stCentury Skills  

1-4 ONGOING 

2. 
Communication and 
collaboration 

Design and create a 1 minute 
video on a social issue 

3 8 

3. Reflective practice 
Construction of class blog to 
document, reflect on and 
evaluate learning experiences 

1-4 ONGOING 

4. Passion Project 

Using the design thinking 
process and the rule of thirds, 
create a project to be shared 
with the school and/or wider 
community e.g. a product or 
service. 

4 10 

  

Future’s Learning  
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Course Content 

The Year 9 course has TWO topics to be studied over one semester. 

1. Sustainable Biomes 

2. Changing Places 
 

Course Assessment 

● Ongoing class assessment of skills and content-based tasks, including ICT.  
● There are no common or final exams. 

 
 
Assessment schedule: 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task 
Description 

Weighting 

Date 
Due/Work 
Completed 

Skills 

Term Week Bearings  
Topographic maps 
Area and grid 
reference 
Contour lines 
Spot heights 
Latitude and 
longitude 

1. Sustainable 
Biomes 

Research 
and 
Investigation- 
Design a 
sustainable 
farm  

50% 3 8 

2. Changing 
Places 

Skills test 50% 4 4 

 
 

  

Geography 
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Course Content 

The Year 9 course has two main topics to be studied over one semester. 
 

1. Movement of Peoples 

2. Making a Nation 
 
 

Course Assessment 

 Ongoing class assessment of skills and content-based tasks, including ICT.  

 There are no common or final exams. 
 

 
Assessment schedule for Year 9 History: 
Students will be completing ONE assessment for each topic area. These assessments may 
be different from class to class. 
 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Movement of Peoples Class Presentation 1 7 

2. Making a Nation Structured writing task using 
historical sources 

2 2 

 

  

History  
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Course Content 
The Year 9 course has topics to be studied over two semesters. 

 Projects – Design, Produce, Evaluate 

 Hardware 

 The Internet and Website Development 

 Software 

 Issues 

 Software Development and Programming 
 
Course Requirements 

 Student’s own school laptop or similar learning device 

 A set of earphones or headphones for listening to video tutorials 

 Due dates for assignments and homework to be recorded on the Student Diary when 
notified 

 Regular revision of course notes in preparation for lessons 
 
Course Assessment 
 
Semester 1 

Task No. Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Hardware Class test 1 6 

2. Issues in IT Presentation 1 10 

3. HTML/CSS and Web 
Development 

Online  
Activities/ 
Competition Submission 

2 10 

 
Semester 2 

Task No. Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

4.  Software Development 
and Programming 

Theory Exam 3 10 

5. Robotics Practical demonstration 4 8 

 

Information and Software Technology  
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Course Content 

The Year 9 course has three topics to be studied over two semesters. 

1. Understanding Culture and Diversity in Today’s World (Terms 1 and 2) 

2. Culture and Family (Term 2) 

3. Culture and Food (Term 3) 

4. Culture and Beliefs (Term 4) 

Course Assessment 

Students will be completing ONE formal assessment each term but informal class 
assessment is continuous.  

 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. 
Culture and Diversity 

Test 
Topic Test 1 10 

2. 
Contemporary Issue 

Report 
Research Task 2 9 

3. Culture and Food 
Presentation 

Group Presentation and Food 
Fair 

3 9 

4. Culture and Beliefs 
PBL Presentation 

Project Based Learning 
Presentation 

4 8 

 
  

International Studies  
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C H I N E S E  F R E N C H  I N D O N E S I A N  I T A L I A N  J A P A N E S E 
 
In Year 9, elective languages students study their Year 8 language for Stage 5, and if they 
wish to, beyond to the HSC level.  Students are awarded a RoSA grade at the end of Year 
10 based upon their performance in Stage 5 Assessment tasks.  Language programs are 
based on the K-10 Syllabus and incorporate Stage 5 outcomes and Quality Teaching and 
Learning principles. 
 
Course content 
As Stage 5 courses build upon Stage 4 learning, there is a natural progression in content and 
skills development.  Students develop their language skills, content knowledge and key 
competencies through the use of texts, workbooks and related materials, CDs, DVDs, 
magazines and puzzles.  With a strong focus on interactive and communicative class work, 
students regularly work in pairs and groups to practise skills and to produce dialogues and 
role plays.  Restaurant and film excursions, overseas study trips, cultural performances and 
research assignments incorporating ICT skills may also further enrich students’ learning 
experiences. 
 
Course requirements 
In some languages students initially continue with their workbook from Year 8, but then must 
purchase the following workbook which they must bring to class every period.  
Homework and assignments are set and must be completed on the due date.  Students are 
strongly encouraged to regularly revise class content and to practise their language skills at 
home. 
 
Course assessment 
Students are assessed on the content topics of the course in the four language skills of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Assessment comprises both informal class tests 
(workbook exercises, role play and dialogue presentations, homework exercises) and more 
formal tests (end of topic tests, individual speaking tests and assignments).  Usually students 
are tested at the end of each term although this timing may vary.  For formal tests students 
are given at least two weeks prior notice plus information regarding the content and skills to 
be tested, and marking criteria if applicable to the task.  Feedback will be in written form and 
will include advice for future improvement. 
 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Interacting/Accessing & 
Responding 

Presentation 1 10 

2. Accessing & 
Responding/Composing 

In-class task 2 3 

3. Interacting/Accessing & 
Responding 

Presentation 3 4 

4. Accessing & 
Responding/Composing 

In-class task 4 4 
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In this course assessment will be based on the outcomes for the stage of development for 
individual students (ie. 4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3) in the following topic areas (Strands): 
 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Probability 

 Statistics and Probability 

The Working Mathematically strand is assessed in each task.  
 

Task Topic or Component Type of Task 
Time 

Term Week 

1.   Integers, decimals, 
fractions, ratios and rates 

 Financial mathematics 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

1 9 

2.   Expressions and 
equations 

 Right-angled triangles 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

2 9 

3.   Linear relationships 

 Length, area, surface area 
volume 

 Indices 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

3 9 

4.   Geometry 

 Algebra 

 Probability and single 
variable data analysis 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

4 9 

 
 

 
  

Mathematics Stage 5.1  
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In this course assessment will be based on the outcomes for the stage of development for 
individual students (ie. 4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3) in the following topic areas (Strands): 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Probability 

 Statistics and Probability 

The Working Mathematically strand is assessed in each task.  
 

 

Task Topic or Component Type of Task 
Time 

Term Week 

1.   Integers, decimals, fractions, 
ratios and rates 

 Financial mathematics 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

1 9 

2.   Expressions and equations 

 Right-angled triangles 

 Linear relationships 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

2 9 

3.   Length, area, surface area and 
volume 

 Indices 

 Properties of geometrical figures 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

3 9 

4.   Quadratics expressions and 
algebraic fractions 

 Probability and single variable 
data analysis 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

4 9 

 
  

Mathematics Stage 5.2  



27 

 

In this course assessment will be based on the outcomes for the stage of development for 
individual students (ie. 4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3) in the following topic areas (Strands): 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Probability 

 Statistics and Probability 

The Working Mathematically strand is assessed in each task.  
 

Task Topic or Component Type of Task 
Time 

Term Week 

1.   Computation and financial 
mathematics 

 Expressions, equations and 
inequalities 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

1 9 

2.   Right-angled triangles 

 Linear Relationships 

 Length, area, surface area and 
volume 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

2 9 

3.   Indices and surds 

 Properties of geometrical 
figures 

 Quadratic expressions and 
algebraic fractions 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

3 9 

4.   Probability and single variable 
data analysis 

 Quadratic equations and graphs 
of parabolas 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

4 9 
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In this course assessment will be based on the outcomes for the stage of development for 
individual students (ie. 4, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3) in the following topic areas (Strands): 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Probability 

 Statistics and Probability 

The Working Mathematically strand is assessed in each task.  
 

Task Topic or Component Type of Task 
Time 

Term Week 

1.   Measurement 

 Indices and surds 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

1 9 

2.   Probability 

 Single variable and bivariate 
statistics 

 Expressions, equations and 
linear relationships 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

2 9 

3.   Geometrical figures and circle 
geometry 

 Trigonometry 

 Quadratic expressions and 
quadratic equations 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

3 9 

4.   Non-linear relationships, 
functions and their graphs 

 Logarithms and polynomials 

Common exam across all 
classes in the course. 

4 9 

 

 

  

Mathematics Enhanced 
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Course Content 

Students will develop knowledge, understanding and skills in the musical concepts through 
the learning experiences of performance, composition, musicology and aural work.  In Year 
9, students are timetabled for two 80 minute periods a week. 
 
Topic contexts for the Year 9 course are 

● Australian Music focus 

● ONE from the following list (Group 1): 
o Baroque Music 

o Classical Music 

o 19th Century Music 

o Medieval Music 

o Renaissance Music 

o Art Music of 20th and 21st Centuries 

o Music of a Culture 

o Music for Small Ensembles (Group 1) 
o Music for Large Ensembles (Group 2) 

● ONE from the following list (Group 2) 
o Popular  Music 

o Jazz 

o Music for Radio, Film, Television and Multimedia 

o Theatre Music 

o Music of a Culture (different to Group 1) 
o Music for Small Ensembles (Group 2) 
o Music for Large Ensembles (Group 2) 
o Rock Music 

o Music and Technology 

 
The choice of topics will be guided by the teacher, negotiated in class and is dependent on 
the interests and skills of the year cohort.  
 
Course Requirements 

Students extend their learning about music through 
● Critical and historical study 

● Aural analysis and concept vocabulary 

● Performing music and appraising performances of themselves and others 

● Composing and creating music, manipulating concepts and appraising their 
compositional process. 

 
These activities are experienced within the context of the three topics chosen from the 
categories above.  Students undertaking Music will perform, compose, complete research in 
and aurally analyse music and musical material within the context of their three selected topics. 
 
Students undertaking Music are advised to have an instrumental major, in which they have at 
least an intermediate competency.  Music can be studied without an instrumental or vocal 
major, but this is not advised, as the skills required to fulfil the assessment schedule are 
partly reliant on an instrumental or vocal major. 
 
Students’ equipment should contain 

● Music book, notebook or folder which must be brought to each lesson 

Music  
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● Pens, pencil, eraser 
● Students will be required to bring instruments when necessary and their own device 

and earbuds. 
● .Because of the practical nature of Music, homework will not be given out each night, 

but there are various assessments given out during the year.  Please refer to the 
assessment schedule below. 

 
Course Assessment 

Assessment occurs on a continual basis in Music.  This takes place through 
● Formative observation of practical decision making, 
● Performances of required skills or pieces,  
● Written responses and aural analysis, using concept vocabulary, 
● Research on musicological topics, 
● Manipulating musical concepts through composition, 
● Critical appraisal of performances and compositions, 
● Attitude: including individual and group efforts. 

 

Activities involving ALL areas for assessment below are carried out continuously during the 
term. Typically, any activity done in class will involve a practical, theoretical and attitude 
component. This gives an overall formative grade that is determined for each semester. 
 

Semester 1  
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task Description 

Due Date/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Group 2 Topic 
Jazz  

Musicology Research 1 2/3 

2. Group 1 Topic  
Music for Small 
Ensembles 
 

Performance Group  
In class and at Assembly 
 

1 6/7 

3. Group 2 Topic  
Jazz  

Solo/group Performance 2 1-5 

4. Group 1 Topic 
Music for Small 
Ensembles 

Group Composition 2 5-10 

 

Semester 2 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task Description 

Due Date/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Group 1 Topic 
Classical 

Score analysis & Performance 3 1-5 

2. Group 1 Topic  
Classical 
 
 

Aural Listening test in class:  
Concept vocabulary and aural 
recognition 

3 6-8 

3. Group 2 Topic 
Theatre Music & 
Australian Focus 

Composition 4 3 

4. Group 2 Topic 
Theatre Music 

Performance  Two pieces  
● One piece in Group 1 or 2 Topic style 

● Another piece own choice 

4 7-10 
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Course content 
• I Like to Move It 
• No Regrets 
• Sports Aerobics 
• Turn Around a Put Down 
 
Course requirements 
• Display folder with lined paper 
• PDHPE uniform for practical lessons 
 
Course Assessment 
A range of assessment strategies are used throughout the course:  These include: practical 
skills, group planning and self-reflection tasks for practical assessments, group and individual 
performances, journal and oral presentations, board game and learning logs, research task, 
fitness testing laboratories and analysis task.  
 
Semester One 

Task 
No. 

Unit Description Timing Outcomes 
Assessed 

1 I Like to Move It Group Task: Research, 
design, implement, 
evaluate a fitness activity 
for a specific group 

Term 1: 3 parts:  
Week 4, 7, 10 

PD5.4, 
PD5.6, 
PD5.7, 
PD5.8 

2 No Regrets Pair Task: Information 
Game 

Term 2 
Week 7 

PD5.1, 
PD5.2, 
PD5.3, 
PD5.5, 
PD5.9, 
PD5.10  

 
 
Semester Two 

Task No. Unit Description Timing Outcomes 
Assessed 

1 Sports Aerobics Group Performance: of 
choreographed routine 
Individual reflection: 
analysis of performance 

Term 3 
Week 7, Week 8. 

PD5.4, 
PD5.5, 
PD5.10, 
PD5.11 

2 Turn Around a 
Put Down 

Individual Research 
Task: research, 
implement, reflect on 
stress management 
techniques 

Term 4 
Week 6 

PD5.1, 
PD5.3, 
PD5.7, 
PD5.8, 
PD5.9, 
PD5.10 

 

Personal Development, Health, Physical Education  
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Course Content 

The Year 9 course has five topics to be studied over two semesters. 

1. What is true? (Epistemology) 

2. Who am I? (Metaphysics & Mind) 

3. What is good? (Ethics) 

4. How do we get along? (Political Theory) 

5. Logic (note: this will be integrated throughout the year) 
 
Course Assessment 

● Ongoing class assessment of skills and content-based tasks, including ICT.  
● There are no common or final exams. 
 
Assessment schedule for Year 9 Philosophy. 
Students will be completing ONE assessment for each topic area. 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Epistemology & Logic Topic Test 1 10 

2. Metaphysics Report 2 9 

3. Ethics & Logic Topic Test 3 9 

4. Political Issues Project Based Learning 4 9 
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Course Content 

Photographic and Digital Media plays a significant role in the curriculum by providing 
specialised learning opportunities to enable students to understand and explore the nature of 
photographic and digital media as an important field of artistic practice, conceptual 
knowledge and technological procedures.  
 
In Year 9, students are timetabled for two 75 minute periods per week. 
 
Classes are timetabled into the Media Room, a specialist room equipped with Mac 
computers designed for this course.  
 
The units of study for Year 9 students are: 

● Introduction to Photographic and Digital Media:  Manipulating Still Images using 
Photoshop 

● Photographic Visual Story Telling (Composition and arranging an image) 
● Film Noir (Learning to use the manual function of a Digital SLR camera) 

 
Course Requirements 

Students extend their learning about digital artmaking through critical and historical study as 
well as making digital artworks using still and moving images.  The syllabus specifies that 
students use frames to make and study artworks.  ie Structural, Subjective, Cultural and 
Postmodern. Students also learn about Artistic Practice and the Conceptual Framework that 
is the relationship between the artwork, artist, world and audience.   
 
Students are required to document their digital artmaking and study of art in their PDM 
Journal. 
 
Equipment required:  Memory stick (2 GB minimum), PDM contribution. 
 
Course assessment 

Students are assessed on a continual basis in PDM.  This takes place through regular 
teacher monitoring and feedback to students.  Each term students are to submit their digital 
artmaking tasks and their PDM Journal for assessment.  Each semester students are to 
complete an assignment and a test.   
 

Weighting Grade 

Digital Artmaking  
60% 
 
Critical & Historical Study 
40% 

Grades will be awarded for each task at the 
following levels of achievement: 
• Outstanding 

• High 

• Sound 

• Basic 

• Limited 

Photography And Digital Media 
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Semester 1 & Semester 2 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task Description 

Due Date/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Critical and Historical 
Study: Individual 
Artist Investigation 

Critical and Historical Study  
● Students research and 

investigate the artmaking 
practice of a photographic 
artist 

1 9 

2. Digital Artmaking: 
Manufactured 
Realities 

Making 
● Digitally constructed and  

manipulated  artwork in 
Photoshop 

● PDM Digital Journal 
Documentation (making 
and studying) 

1 11 

3. Digital Artmaking: 
Film Noir Short Film 

Making 
● Short film that investigates 

the genre of Film Noir 
● PDM Digital Journal 

Documentation (making 
and studying) 

3 10 

4. Critical and Historical 
Study: In-Class Task 

Critical and Historical Study  
● In Class exam comprised 

of 4 Short Responses 

3 6 
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Course content 
• Inside Out 
• Back to Basics 
• The Coach 
• Be FITT 
 
Course requirements 
• Display folder with lined paper 
• PDHPE uniform for practical lessons 
 
Course Assessment 
A range of assessment strategies are used throughout the course:  These include: practical 
skills, analysis of practical skills and performances, group and individual performances, class 
tests, research task, journal and teaching strategies, case studies, and roles and 
responsibilities in event management planning task. 
 

Term 
Unit of 
Work  

Type of Assessment Task 
Outcomes 
Assessed 

Term 1 
Week 10 

Inside 
Out 

Written exam on the body systems 
including multiple choice and short answer 
questions. Group Multimedia presentation 
on a selected body system. 

1.1, 4.4 

Term 2 

Week 5 
Back to 
Basics 

Individual teaching resource for a specific 
Fundamental Skill (involves practical 
application and digital media skills) 

1.1, 1.2, 4.1, 
4.3 

Term 3 

Weeks 7-10 
The 

Coach 

Part A: In pairs, design sport specific 
training sessions and practically coach 
sessions to younger students. 
Part B: Coach team/manage/umpire at 
Year 7 Gala Day (teacher observation 
feedback). Part C: Student self-evaluation 

3.1, 4.1, 4.2 

Term 4 

Week 5 
Be FITT 

Individual extended response that 
compares the different types of training to 
improve one’s fitness. 

1.1, 1.2, 4.2 
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The aim of the Science programs is to provide learning experiences through which students 
will: 

 Acquire knowledge and understanding in the fields of science 

 Acquire skills in working scientifically 

 Develop appropriate science specific skills in literacy and numeracy and be able to 
communicate effectively 

 Develop values and attitudes in relation to the role of science in society. 
 
Course Content 

The Year 9 course includes the following topics: 
1.   Shake, Rattle and Roll 
2.   Communicating 
3.   Medicine and Microbiology 
4.   Space IX 

 
Course Assessment 

Assessment is based on the achievement of outcomes relating to: 

 Knowledge and Understanding 

 Skills (planning and conducting investigations; communicating information and 
understanding; recording, presenting and analysing data) 

 Values and Attitudes 
 
Semester 1 Assessment Schedule 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit / Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1 Describes properties of acids and 
bases and their reactions  

Common written test 1 6 

2 Researches and extracts information 
from a variety of sources and organises 
for a specific purpose 

Information Report 1 10 

 
Semester 2 Assessment Schedule 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit / Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1 Extracts information from a variety of 
sources and communicates information 
and understanding 

Presentation task 2 9 

2 Plans and conducts investigations, 
Collects and presents data using 
computer based technology 

Experimental research task 3 8 

3 Identifies systems which maintain health 
and a balance in the body 

Common written test 4 2 

 
  

Science 



37 

 

 
Course Content 
Course Content is studied through three areas of study 

 Design 

 Properties and Performance of Textiles and 

 Textiles and Society. 
 
These are studied in relation to the five focus areas 

 Apparel 

 Furnishings 

 Costume 

 Textile Arts and  

 Non-Apparel 
 
Students must undertake a range of practical experiences that occupy the majority of the 
time. 
 
Course Requirements 
Each student requires the following 

 128 page A4 book, covered with contact 

 Display Folder 

 Visual Arts Diary – A4 

 Sewing Equipment – glass head pins, sewing needles, stitch un-pick, tape measure, 
and threads. 

 Other Items – as required for individual projects as chosen by student. 

 Payment of Subject Fees as this covers the cost of all consumables in this course. 
** Full covering, hard black leather school shoes must be worn for practical lessons.  

 
Course Assessment 
Assessment will be both Informal – practical experiences, class work, homework and other 
as appropriate; and Formal as per the grid below. 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of Learning Task Description 

Date Due/ Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Textiles and Society  Practical (Apparel) and 
Portfolio 

2 8 

2. Project Work and Design Practical (Non-Apparel) and 
Portfolio 

3 10 

3. Project Work and 
Properties and 
Performance of Textiles 

Research Assignment & Oral 
Presentation 

4 2 
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Course Content 

Students have the opportunity to understand the visual arts, including the different kinds of 
creative works they, and others, make. 
 
In Year 9 students are timetabled for two 75 minute periods per week. 
Each term students move with their teacher to a new specialist room, either painting, 
printmaking, ceramics or sculpture.   
 
The programs studied by Year 9 students are: 

● Printmaking - Self Portraiture 

● Painting - Contemporary Vanitas 

● Ceramics – Little Houses 

● Illustration -  Graphic Design 

 
Course Requirements 

Students extend their learning about visual arts through critical and historical study as well as 
making artworks.  The syllabus specifies that students use frames to study artworks.  ie 
Structural, Subjective, Cultural and Postmodern.  As well students learn about Artistic 
Practice and the Conceptual Framework which is the relationship between the artwork, artist, 
world and audience.   
 
Students are required to document their artmaking and study of art in their Visual Arts Diary. 
 
Equipment required:  60 leaf Visual Arts Diary 11”x 14”, 2 x 2B pencils, eraser, ruler, pens, 
Visual Arts contribution. 
 
Course assessment 

Students are assessed on a continual basis in Visual Arts.  This takes place through regular 
teacher monitoring and feedback to students.  Each term students are to submit their 
artmaking tasks and their Visual Arts Diary for assessment.  Each semester students are 
required to complete an assignment.   
 
 

Weighting Grade 

Artmaking  
60% 
 
Critical & Historical Study 
40% 

Grades will be awarded for each task at the 
following levels of achievement: 
• Outstanding 

• High 

• Sound 

• Basic 

• Limited 

 
  

Visual Arts 
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VISUAL ARTS (continued) 
 
Semester 1 & Semester 2 
 

Task 
No. 

Unit/Area of 
Learning 

Task Description 

Due Date/Work 
Completed 

Term Week 

1. Printmaking: 
Face To Face (self-
portraiture) 

Artmaking:  
● Lino Print 
● Art Diary Documentation 

(making and experimentation) 

 
1 

 
11 

2. Written Extended 
Response 

Art Critical and Historical Study  
● Assignment (1 per semester) 
● Class Test (1 per semester) 

 
1 

 
7 

3. Painting:   
Contemporary 
Vanitas 

Artmaking:  
● Painting 

● Art Diary Documentation 
(making and experimentation) 

 
2 

 
10 

6. Written Extended 
Response 
 

Art Critical and Historical Study  
● Assignment (1 per semester) 

 

 
3 

 
5 

7. Ceramics:   
Little Houses 

Artmaking:  
● Ceramic Design 

● Art Diary Documentation 
(making and experimentation) 

 
3 

 
10 

8. Illustration:   
Graphic Design  

Poster 

Artmaking:  
● Graphic designed poster 
● Art Diary Documentation 

(making and experimentation) 

 
4 

 
9 

 
Throughout the year students will study all units listed, however different classes will 
complete these in different terms.  Therefore “Due dates” indicate the week in that term that 
work is to be submitted.  


